
February 5, 2023 

      ST. MATTHEW’S UMC 
  

GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

Last week, Tommye Hansen and I were going through one of the upstairs rooms 

in the Oliver Building.  This particular room has several shelves full of old St. 

Matthew’s library books, along with a rack of old books, and other books 

stacked on the floor.  These books are not in our official Library. 

As I was looking around, the book titled, “The Negro in America” caught my eye.  I picked the book up and 

brought it back to my desk, and here we are!  This book was written by a Caucasian gentleman by the name of Dr. 

Earl Spangler, Professor in the Department of History at Macalester College in Minnesota, in 1966.  It looks like 

an interesting book, but I’m going to share just two parts of it with you - the Conclusion, and the description on 

the back of the cover, “Who Are These People?” 

Conclusion 

It is increasingly clear that the Negro-American is just an American who happens to be a Negro.  As we no longer 

tend to think of Irish-Americans, German-Americans, or Catholic-Americans, the term Negro-American has be-

come less meaningful.  Integration and recognition have played a large role in this new look.  The Negro has come 

far in the 100 years since the Reconstruction period, but there is still much to do. 

We can leave our story with the feeling that more progress will be made in the next five years than has been 

made in the past 25.  A quick view of American history shows that all minorities have had their problems in Ameri-

can society.  A nation that has contained so much religious and national diversity can hardly refuse the Negro the 

same acceptance it has granted to its other citizens. 

The hope that inspires the Negro-American was expressed in a letter written on March 10, 1966 by Mr. Milton B. 

Olive, Jr.  He is the father of Milton Lee Olive III, the young soldier who was posthumously awarded the Con-

gressional Medal of Honor for bravery in Viet Nam.  Mr. Olive wrote to President Lyndon B. Johnson:  “Our only 

child and only grandchild gave his last full measure of devotion on an international battlefield 10,000 miles from 

home.  It is our dream and prayer that some day the Asiatics, the Europeans, the Israelites, the Africans, the 

Australians, the Latins, and the Americans can live in One-World.  It is our hope that in our own country the 

Klansmen, the Negroes, the Hebrews, and the Catholics will sit down together in the common purpose of good will 

and dedication; that the moral and creative intelligence of our united people will pick up the chalice of wisdom and 

place it upon the mountain top of human integrity; that all mankind from all the earth, shall resolve, ‘to study war 

no more.’  That, Mr. President, is how I feel and that is my eternal hope for our Great American Society.” 

From the Back Cover - Who Are These People? 

They constitute 10 percent of the population of the United States, which means they number approximately 20 

million persons, yet their ancestors alone did not come freely to our shores.  Other immigrants came to escape 

religious or political persecution, or poverty.  Only these people were brought here unwillingly, yet they remained.  

A few returned to the continent of their origin and established the free state of Liberia.  The mass of these peo-

ple rejected such a solution and sought only to be Americans with the same privileges and duties as all Americans.  

Other immigrants faced hardships.  These unwilling immigrants suffered servitude.  A small number were free 

from almost the beginning, but most were not.  Yet they fought at Bunker Hill.  They shared the struggle for 

their freedom during the Civil War.  Over 500,000 served in World War I and 1,000,000 in World War II.  The 

years of their servitude and the conditions following emancipation afforded them little opportunity to progress as 

other Americans.  The period of their greatest achievements lie before them.  Who are these people? 

Let me know if you want to read the book - Trish Tieken 



    Sun. 2/5 

9:15a Sun. School 
9:45 Prayer Time 
10:17 Worship 
6:00p Knitters 

    Mon. 2/6 
   8:00a CWM 
   7:00p Scouts 

    Tue. 2/7 
8:00a CWM 
9:30 Sr. Tuesday 

   Wed. 2/8 
8:00a CWM 
1:00p Words of 
  Wisdom, F’book 
6:00p Choir 
  Rehearsal 
 

    Thu. 2/9 
8:00a CWM 
10:00 Chapel 
  Time w/Ms. Nell  
   on Facebook 
8:30p Online 
  Bible Study 

    Fri. 2/10 
    8:00a CWM 
 
 

    Sat. 2/11  
9:00a Weight 
  Watchers 
10:30-Noon Soup 
  & Sweets Pickup 
 

St Matthew’s United  Methodist Church 

4300 N. Shepherd Drive/ Houston, TX, 77018

Phone (713) 697-0671

2023 Stewardship

Pledge Card

2023 Stewardship

Pledge Card

Your Name:

Phone/email:

To date, we have received 20 
pledge cards totaling 

$49,970.  Thank you for your 
commitment! 

If you have misplaced your 
card or didn’t receive one, 

they are available in the Nar-
thex by the red Post Box.  Fill 

one out and drop it in that 
box. 

Lydia Circle 
Soup & Sweets Fundraiser 

Order pickup 

Saturday, Feb. 11 from 10:30-noon 
on Avens Street OR 

after worship on Feb. 12 

Family and friends, thank 
you for shopping at Kroger 
and using your Rewards 
card!! 

We recently received a 
check for $77.10. 

Keep on Krogering! 



Mediterranean 

diet 

Holy Land Tour 
In this and upcoming editions of the Good 
News Update, we get a glimpse of what Rev. 

Virginia Wall experienced on her recent trip 
to the Holy Land. 

Modern 
day Beth-
lehem 

from 
Saint Jo-
seph's 
Hotel 

Olive woodworking 
shop in Bethlehem 

Square 
outside 

Church   
of the     

Nativity 

Church of the Nativity 

Grotto of the Nativity 

Camel 
ride! 

In Samaria 



  
February 12 - Scout Sunday; Worship Meeting 

February 12 - Souper Bowl of Caring 

February 15 - Words of Wisdom on Facebook 

February 15 - Choir Rehearsal 

February 16 - Chapel Time on Facebook 

February 16 - Online Bible Study 

February 19 - Transfiguration Sunday 

February 20 - Building & Grounds Zoom Meeting 

February 22 - Ash Wednesday 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
John Cunningham 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Natural Disaster Victims 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Denis Rivette 
Adele Collins 
Rita Dostal 
Jerrie Akin 

Joe Bisby, Jr. 
COVID-19 Victims & Heroes 
Carolyn McDavid 
Bobbie “Montana” Hosang 
Nell Baham 
Gloria Breazeale & Family 
Doreen Smith 
Martha Bjorkgren 
Elinor Pickles 
Dorothy Bisby 

Rita Hartman 
Sue Montgomery 
Family of George Nash 
Family of Oleta Railsback 
Jack Montgomery, Sr. 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 for 

questions or information on any opportunities listed.  

Office hours are Monday-Thursday 8:00-3:00 and 

Friday 8:00-noon (office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).  

Rev. Wall can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View our 

website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 

” 

 

From The Upper Room - February 5, 2023 

Scripture Reference 

I went down to the potter’s house, 
and I saw him working at the wheel.  
But the pot he was shaping from the 
clay was marred in his hands; so the 
potter formed it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed best to him. 

Jeremiah 18:3-4 

Thought for the Day 

God is reshaping my 
life day by day. 

Prayer 

Thank you, Creator, for knowing 
just where we need your love to 
reshape our lives.  Make us ready 
to do your work in the world. 

Amen. 

One more week to collect food items & love donations for 
Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday,  benefiting our Community 
Bread Basket ministry,  which is held on pancake break-

fast Saturdays. 
Requested Items 

Oatmeal 
Pinto beans 

Cornbread mix 
Cake mix & icing 

Macaroni & cheese 

 

Place food items & love do-

nations in the wooden cart in 

the Narthex or drop off 

this week. 

Thanks for your support! 


